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REMARKS 



This is in response to the Office Action 
amended New claims 13 and 14 have been 
remain pending in this application with claims 
Reconsideration in view of the amendments 
requested. 

Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S. 
6,179,820 (Fernfors). Applicants respectfully 



added. 



an i 



§102(b) as anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 
tjaverse the prior art rejection of claims 1-12. 



Claim 1 

Independent claim 1, as amended, states 
me flap parts at both sides of said main absorbe it 
third leg part elastic nlash>. hpdies inters w> 



contrast, Femfors discloses (Figure 1) that the 
other only four times, as indicated by points 28, 



to 



Claim 2 

Independent claim 2 has been amended 
have an intermediate part "crossing said crotch 
lateral axis". To the contrary, Femfors discloses 
and thus fails to disclose an intermediate part 
direction substantially parallel to the central 



later il 



Claim* * At S 

Claims 3 and 8 call for the crotch part of k outer layer sheet to be "notched so as to be 
substantially concave towards the inner sides in d e width direction". The Examiner states «As 
can best be seen in Fig. 3, crotch region 4 is subst intialry 
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dated April 19, 2006. Claims 1 and 2 have been 

No new matter has been added. Claims 1-14 
and 2 being the only independent claims, 
remarks presented herein is respectfully 



,4 tnird leg part elastic bodies are disposed along 
article body par t, wherein the first , ^.atiH »*>a 
each other five time*" (pm^, ndrird). In 



curved i 



paths 1 1, 12, 13, 14 intersect with each 
29,30,31. 



part 



ofihe 



recite that the second leg part elastic bodies 
in a direction substantially parallel to the 
(Figures 1 & 4) only curved paths 1 1, 12, 13, 14 
elastic bodies crossing the crotch part in a 
axisX-X. 



' concave toward the inner side of the 
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main absorbent body of pants 1." (Page 3, U. 
concave appearance of the pants 1 in Figure 3 5 
region 4 of the outer layer 20, as expressly caljed 
Furthermore, claims 3 and 8 also specify 
positioned at the flap parts of said mail? absort ent 
disposed outward be yond the leg parts at the g < 
added). In addressing this limitation the Exam iner 
that extend from the intersection points toward s 
of pants I and terminate below substantially al 
region 2, 3. as can be seen in Figs, 1 and 3. (CI 
through Page 4, line 2 of April 16, 2006 Office 
Examiner's interpretation of the Femfois 
claims 3 and 8 that call for at least a portion 
outward bevond the le ff pa rts at the resp ective 



1-23 of April 19, 2006 Office Action) Despite the 
Fernfors fails to teach "notching" in the crotch 
for in claims 3 and 8. 

that "the third leg part elastic bodies, which are 
body part, have at least a portion themnf 
spective sides of the outer layer sheet " (emphasis 



reference 



of he 



nothing is shown extending beyond the leg part s 
layer sheet 



states "The portions of paths 1 1, 12, 13, 14 
the side edges are angled away from the leg parts 
of the respective side flap parts in each waist 
rim 4)(Col. 5, lines 18-20)" (Page 3, line 23 
Action) Applicants respectfully traverse the 
as teaching this limitation. In contrast to 
third leg part elastic bodies to be disposed 
des of the outer laver sheen in Figures 1-4 



Page 4, line 2 of April 16, 2006 Office Action) 
fail to read on the present claimed limitation. In 
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at the respective side edges 5, 6 of the outer 



Claims 4&9 

Dependent claims 4 and 9 state -the thirk leg part elastic bodies are positioned at least 
respectively between the vicinities of the positic us at which the first leg part elastic bodies and 
the outer side parts of the flap parts at the resp* tive sides of the main absorbent article body part 
intersect and the vicinities of the positions at wr ich the second leg part elastic bodies and the 
outer side parts of the flap parts at the respective] sides of the main absorbent article body part 
intersect' 

In addressing this limitation the Examine r states "Die portions of paths 1 1, 1 2, 13, 14 that 
extend from the intersection points towards the s ide edges are angled away from the leg parts of 
pants 1 and terminate below substantially all oft le respective side flap parts in each waist region 
2, 3 as can be seen in Figs. 1 and 3. (Claim 4XC( 1. 5, lines 18-20)" (Page 3, line 23 through 



Applicants submit that the Examiner's remarks 
:laim 1, the Examiner states that the curves 1 1, 
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12, 13, 14 from the point of intersection are an 
Assuming, arguendo, that this interpretation i 
9 would require that this portion of the curved 
intersections, namely, (i) a first intersection 
parts of the flap parts at the respective sides 
intersection of the second leg part elastic bodie|s 
respective sides of the main absorbent article 
only a single point of inflection 30, 3 1 of the 
respective sides of the absorbent core 9, rather 



and 9. 



alogous to the claimed third leg part elastic bodies, 
s correct then the limitation found in claims 4 and 
paths 1 1, 12, 13, 14 be positioned between two 
first leg part elastic bodies and the outer side 
main absorbent article body, and (ii) a second 
and the outer side parts of the flap parts at the 
bbdy part intersect Fernfors shows (Figures 1 & 3) 
paths intersecting with each flap part to the 
ban two such intersections as found in claims 4 



of the 
of the 



i directi m 



Claims S A 1 ft 

Dependent claims 5 and 10 state "a 
in the direction of the body of a wearer 
the wearer, are formed m mutually opposing 
that are positioned outwards in the width 
elastic bodies of the main absorbent article bodj 
maintains that "Fernfors teaches that the elastic 
use to exert a contracting force around the user' 
of April 6, 2006 Office Action) Fernfors fails tc 
direction (towards side edges 5, 6) beyond the 
the Examiner asserts is analogous to paths 11,1 
Referring to the cross-sectional view in Figure 2 
outwards in the width direction of the elastic 
paths 13, 12,14,11). 



when th i absorbent ) 



trie nner : 



Claims 6 & 11 

Dependent claims 6 and 1 1 provide ''eacnjof the first leg part elastic bodies and 
leg pan elastic bodies is arranged to be lower in t >nsile strength at the intermediate part, 



positioned in the direction of crossing said crotch 
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pairjof three-dimensional gathers, which are erected 
article body is fitted onto the body of 
at outer side parts at the respective sides 
beyond the vici nities of the third lee part 
part" (emphasis added). The Examiner 
elements bordering edges 5,6 are intended during 
legs. (Col. 10, lines 56-59)" (Page 4, lines 4-5 
show any gathers outwards in the width 

of the third leg part elastic bodies (which 
13, 14 from the points of intersection), 
uo gathering, elastic or cinching is shown 

10 (representing from left to right curved 



vicinities < 



elements 



second 



part, than at the one end side and the other end 
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• the 



side that are positioned along the leg parts at 
the Examiner states "The nature of the paths 1 
their location and points of intersection, result 
intersection 28 when compared to the side flap 
intersection of two elastic elements, which wil 
absorbent body at those points as opposed to 
between the outer cover 20 and barrier layer 8 
elastic is lower and thus the tensile strength is 

The Examiner's remarks lack any suppc 
thus clearly claims 6 and 1 1 are not 
claim is anticipated only if each and every 
expressly or inherently described, in a single 
Co. of California, 814 F.2d 628, 631, 2 USPQ2J1 

Furthermore, the Examiner's arguments as 
tensile strength at the intersections 28 of the 
because the elastic 1 0 is integrated between the 
cross-sectional view shown in Figure 2 all of th< 
are integrated between the outer cover 20 and 
prior art reference for the Examiner to draw sucl 



: anticipated under 



' elem snt 



Claims 7 & \J. 

Dependent claims 7 and 12 state "the 1 



positioned along the longitudinal direction 
the absorbent body that is positioned at the 
claims 7 and 12 the Examiner states "Fernfors 
on the inside of core 9 that is centrally located in 
15-16 of April 19, 2006 Office. Action) Claims 
layer sheet to have central elastic bodies, not the 
sectional view in Figure 2, there clearly is no 
20, as expressly recited in claims 7 and 1 2. 
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respective sides". In rejecting claims 6 and 1 1, 
12, 13, 14 formed by elastic elements 10, i.e., 
in a lower tensile strength at the point of 

The intersection points are defined by the 
decrease the tensile strength of the main 
flaps because the elements 1 0 are integrated 
Col. 9, lines 33-38), where the total occupied by 
I renter." 

rt or disclosure in the prior art reference itself and 
35 U.S.C. § 102(b) by Fernfors alone. A 
as set forth in the claim is found, either 
art reference." Verd&gaal Bros, v. Union Oil 
1051, 1053 (Fed. Or. 1987). 
best understood by the applicants is that the 
paths 1 1, 13 will be less than at the flaps 
niter cover 20 and barrier layer 8. Note that in 
elastic elements 1 0 including those at the flaps 
ier layer 8. Accordingly, no basis exists in the 
an inference. 



pnor 



icur/ed 



barrier] 



out g layer sheet has o^tral d-^c k^?^ 



of the absorbent I 



surfat eside 



rejches 



body at the width direction center of 
of the outer layer sheet". In rejecting 
that elastic elements 1 0 are also arranged 
>ants 1. (Col. 10, lines 25-27)" (Page 4, lines 

12, however, expressly call for the outer 
Absorbent cojg 9. Referring to the cross- 



cent rally located elastic elements 1 0 in outer layer 
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Claims 13 & 14 

New dependent claims 13 and 14 
Despite not expressly disclosing which elemen : 
Applicants best understanding of the Examinerf s 
portion of the permeable layer 7 that extends 
to the peripheral edge of impervious layer 8, as 
therefore patentable over the art of record, sina i 
impervious sheet 



that 'the jQ a p pm ^ m impervious sheef 7 . 
of Femfors reads on the "flap part" limitation, 
position is that claimed flap part reads on that 
outward from the absorbent core 9 and is fastened 
shown in Figure 2. Claims 1 3 and 14 are 
layer 7 is permeable rather than made from an 



For the foregoing reasons applicants sutjmit 
over the art of record Applicants submit that tfte 
and passage to issuance is requested. 

If any additional fees or charges arc required 
application, authorization is hereby given to cha rgi 
Account No. 503462. 
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that independent claims 1-14 are patentable 
application is now in condition for allowance 

at this time in connection with the 
;e our Patent and Trademark Office Deposit 



Respectfully submitted, 




Cheryp^Cohen 
Reg. No. 40,361 
Attorney for Applicants 
Cheryl F. Cohen, LLC 
2409 Church Road 
Cherry Hill, NJ 08002 
Telephone: (856) 414-1055 
Facsimile: (856) 414-1058 
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